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Summary  

Creative cognitive science and philosophy graduate seeking to obtain an assistant position at in 
psychology, philosophy, marketing, or communications field. Bringing a strong background in cognition, 
research, logic and a passion for researching judgment, decision making, and behavioral economics. 
Has 2 years of experience as a research assistant working with human participants, diverse pieces of 
equipment, and behavioral data. Full professional profile and writing samples available at 
www.samayele.com  

 

Research Experience 
Research Assistant  
University of California - Santa Cruz • Santa Cruz, California 
01/2018 - Present  

● Dr. Nicolas Davidenko High-Level Perception Lab (September 2019-Present) 
○ Investigated the interface between perception, memory, and communication  
○ Conducted research on human participants  
○ Ran participants in high-level perception lab  
○ Worked with VR, eye tracking, and EEG equipment  
○ Coded and analyzed behavioral data  
○ Directed independent project on internet memes 

● Dr. Ben Storm Memory Lab (January 2018-December 2018)  
○  Conducted literature reviews  
○  Collected and analyzed data from human participants  
○ Attended weekly meetings with professors and Ph.D. students to 

discuss relevant literature and progress  
○ Executed three-level, between-subjects experimental design 

about memory and creativity  

User Experience Intern  
Silicon Valley Social Innovation Lab • Santa Cruz, California  
06/2020 - Present  

● Contributed to an international usability study of an online STEM education 
platform  

● Worked and learned from neurodiverse participants and collaborators  
● Used past literature and self-advocate writings to create UX protocols  

 



Work Experience 
Beertender  
Pour Taproom • Santa Cruz, California 
10/2019 - 03/2020  

● Checked identification for proof-of-age and refusing alcohol sales to underage customers.  
● Conducted Beer Tours explaining how self-serve beer taps worked  
● Kept operations in compliance with company, safety, and legal requirements.  
●  Behavioral Insights: In a self-serve taproom, customers use a bracelet to track how much 

beer and wine they are consuming. When they’re finished, they have the choice of either 
checking out and paying manually or dropping the bracelet into an auto-checkout jar that 
added 20% gratuity to their tab. We found that offering three jars with different tipping 
percentages (10%, 15%, 20%) made customers more likely to use the auto-checkout option, 
especially when the line for manual checkout was long.  

Bookseller and Cashier  
Barnes & Noble Education • Santa Clara, California  
07/2019 - 09/2019  

● Provided accurate information about promotions, customer programs, and products to 
customers at a community college bookstore  

● Organized store merchandise racks and displays to promote and maintain visually appealing 
environments.  

● Processed information and merchandise through POS register system.  
● Behavioral Insights: For most of the books I sold, students had a 2x2 payoff matrix 

(Buy/Rent, New/Used). I noticed that some students were satisficing, not maximizing, their 
choices. So, I used different marketing techniques, e.g. showing them the conditions of a used 
book, to nudge them towards a better deal.  

Guest Service Representative  
Nothing Bundt Cakes • Capitola, California  
10/2019 - 12/2019 

● Decorated, packaged, and presented cakes beautifully  
●  Maintained a strong knowledge of NBC's products, prices, promotions, and marketing.  
● Behavioral Insights: A well-decorated interior can influence the mood and consumer 

behavior of customers, including the location of impulse purchases.  
Cashier  
Joe's Pizza And Subs • Santa Cruz, California 
06/2019 - 09/2019  

● Took food orders with accuracy and speed  
● Operated and balanced POS register  
● Built loyal clientele through high-level of customer satisfaction  
● Behavioral Insights: Joe's restaurant is infamous for its never-ending menu. It offers Italian, 

American, and Middle Eastern foods. However, customers would often walk in, take a glance 
at the menu, and walk out because they could not make a decision. Ironically, the endless 
variety caused decision fatigue and deterred new business 



Education 

BSc in Cognitive Science  
University of California, Santa Cruz •  Santa Cruz, California  
09/2016-03/2020 

 

● Graduated with highest honors in the psychology department  
● Coursework in psycholinguistics, cognitive neuroscience, human-computer interaction, 

perception, and python 
●  Cognitive Science Capstone: What's So Funny?: The Relationship Between Conversational 

Laughter and Feelings of Comfort  
● Awarded Dean's List 9 academic quarters and 21st Century Leonardo DaVinci Scholar Award  

 
BA in Philosophy  
University of California, Santa Cruz • Santa Cruz, California  
06/2016-03/2020  

● Graduated with highest honors in the philosophy department  
● Coursework in philosophy of mind, intermediate logic, and philosophy of religion  
● Thesis: One Does Not Simply Define Memes: A Prototypical Theory to Understanding Internet 

Memes  
● Advised by Dr. Nico Orlandi  
● Awarded Dean's Undergraduate Research Award and Chancellor's Undergraduate Research 

Award for senior thesis 

 
Foreign Exchange in Philosophy  
University College Maastricht • Maastricht, Netherlands  
01/2019-06/2019 

● Spring 2019 UCEAP Exchange 
● Received UCEAP Promise Scholarship and College Nine Travel Scholarship  
● Coursework in the philosophy of language, philosophy of science, game theory, and 

psychology of individual differences  

 
Extracurricular 

Mock Trial At UCSC 
University of California, Santa Cruz• Santa Cruz, CA  
 09/2016-03/2020  

● Preformed as an attorney and witness in a new case each year  
● Managed social media and communications for the team  

 
Cognitive Science Student Association  
University of California, Santa Cruz • Santa Cruz, CA 
09/2016-03/2020  

● An active member of a club for cognitive science majors  
● Attended open lab nights and special presentations from cognitive science professors 

 



Carnegie Mellon Logic and Formal Epistemology Summer School  
Carnegie Mellon University •  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  
06/2019-06-2019 

●  Participated in a three-week summer program dedicated to formal philosophy, mathematics, 
and computer science  

● Worked with formal verification programs like Lean  
● Measured uncertainty and knowledge using mathematical topology  
● Used statistical algorithms to infer causality and prediction  

Research Interests  
 

Neuroeconomics  

Risk and Decision Making 

Creativity and Problem Solving  

Sustainable Development 

Mindfulness and Meditation 

Language 

Information Processing 

Computer-Mediated Communication  

Game Theory  

Epistemic Logic  

Microeconomics 

Computational Cognitive Science  

Philosophy of Mind 

Philosophy of Mathematics  

Consciousness 

Comedy and Humor  

Neurocinematics and Media Psychology  


